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COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR Regulations 
R1 Grading System (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) 

Governing undergraduate course enrollment, withdrawals, and grading basis 

Applicable for undergraduate courses offered in Spring Quarter 2020 only 

PRESENT PROPOSED 

R1.1All courses shall be graded on the basis 
of A (distinction, indicating exceptional 
achievement), B (high pass, indicating more 
than minimal competence but less than 
exceptional achievement), C (pass, 
indicating competence), D (marginal pass), 
or F (fail). 

No change. 

R1.1.1Grade points per unit shall be: A = 4, B 
= 3, C = 2, D = 1, F = 0. Passing grades A, B, 
C and D may be modified by plus (+) or 
minus (-) suffixes. Minus grades carry three-
tenths grade point less per unit, and plus 
grades (excluding A+) carry three-tenths 
grade point more than the unsuffixed grade. 
The grade A+ carries 4.0 grade points per 
unit, the same as for an unsuffixed A; but 
when A+ is reported it represents 
extraordinary achievement. (Am 5 May 77) 

No change. 

R1.1.1.1The grade GD (Grade Delay) shall 
be entered on the student’s record: a) when 
administratively the faculty member is not 
able to assign a grade or b) when disciplinary 
proceedings are in progress. The GD shall 
not itself be calculated in any way in the 
student’s grade‐point average. The GD shall 
be changed to a grade, or an incomplete, only 
when the Registrar receives a written request 
from the instructor, or if unavailable, the 
program chair, to indicate that the student 
situation has been resolved. 

Once an instructor has decided to proceed 
with disciplinary proceedings, he or she will 
refrain from assigning a course grade for 
the student. If the course concludes before 
the charge has been resolved, the instructor 
will assign a grade GD and indicate as a 

No change. 



note that this GD is for a “Pending Charge 
of Academic Integrity”.(En Feb. 15, 2011) 
R1.1.2A grade point average of at least 2.0 is 
required for graduation in any undergraduate 
program. A grade point average of at least 3.0 
is required for graduation in any graduate 
program. 

No change.  

R1.1.3A student may add a course up to the 
end of the second full week of instruction. With 
the approval of the instructor and advisor, a 
student may also add a course during the third 
full week of instruction. (En 5 May 77) (Am 21 
Nov 02) 

No change.  

R1.1.4A student may drop a course without 
prior approval no later than the end of the 
second full week of instruction. From the third 
through the sixth full week of instruction, a 
course may be dropped with the approval of 
the advisor. Any course drop which would 
reduce the undergraduate student's academic 
load to less than 12 units must be approved by 
the Dean. (En 5 May 77)(Am 26 May 88) (Am 
21 Nov 02) 

R1.1.4 A student may drop a course without 
prior approval no later than the end of the 
second full week of instruction. From the third 
through the sixth full week of instruction, a 
course may be dropped with the approval of 
the advisor. In Spring 2020, an undergraduate 
student may also drop a course through the 
eighth full week of instruction with the approval 
of the advisor. Any course drop which would 
reduce the undergraduate student's academic 
load to less than 12 units must be approved by 
the Dean. 

R1.1.4.1With the approval of their college's 
Executive Committee, instructors and 
departments may devise policies that drop 
students from particular courses up to the end 
of the second full week of instruction -- if 
students do not meet attendance requirements 
approved by the Executive Committee and 
posted in the Schedule of Classes. (En 21 Nov 
02) 

No change.  

R1.1.5 A course dropped after the end of the 
second full week of instruction will remain as a 
permanent transcript entry showing course 
number and title, with a transcript symbol of W, 
signifying withdrawal, entered in the grade 
column.(En 5 May 77) (Am 21 Nov 02) 
 

R1.1.5 If an undergraduate student drops a 
course before the end of the eighth full week of 
instruction in Spring 2020, no indication will be 
entered in the permanent transcript.  Deans 
may permit undergraduate students 
to withdraw after the eighth week on a case-
by-case basis, in which case a transcript 
symbol of W, signifying withdrawal, will 
be entered in the grade column. For graduate 
students in Spring 2020,  a course dropped 
after the end of the second full week of 
instruction will remain as a 
permanent transcript entry showing course 
number and title, with a transcript symbol of W, 
signifying withdrawal, entered in the grade 
column. 

R1.1.5.1A student who has been referred for a 
pending academic integrity violation may not 
drop or withdraw from the course to escape the 
consequences of the misconduct. If a student 

No change.  



drops or withdraws from the course prior to the 
resolution of the case brought to Student 
Conduct, they will be re‐enrolled in the course. 
Students are encouraged to attend and engage 
fully in the course during the academic integrity 
review.(En Feb. 15, 2011) 
R1.1.6The final date to petition for conversion 
from letter grade to S/NC or vice versa will be 
the end of the eighth week of instruction. (En 5 
May 77; Am 25 May 89) 

No change.  

R1.1.7The only exceptions to this grading 
system are in R1.2, R1.3, R1.4 and R1.5 
below. (En 5 May 77) 

No change.  

R1.2A student in good standing may undertake 
courses on an S/NC (satisfactory/no credit) 
basis subject to the following limitations. The 
grade S shall be awarded for work satisfactory, 
that is, work equivalent to a GPA level of 2.0 or 
higher at the undergraduate level and a GPA 
level of 3.0 or higher at the graduate level, for 
unit credit in meeting degree requirements. In 
the determination of what is "satisfactory" for 
meeting degree requirements, instructors will 
take note of R1.1.2 above. Units are assigned 
for courses graded S, but it has no grade point 
equivalent and does not enter the grade point 
average. Neither units nor grade points are 
assigned for an NC grade; the grade is 
recorded on the transcript but does not enter 
the grade point average. (Am 20 Nov 73) 

No change.  

R1.2.1Subject to the approval of the Graduate 
Council, each department may set conditions 
regulating the taking of courses by graduate 
students on an S/NC basis. Except as provided 
in R1.3.1, each department may decide that 
some graduate courses be taken on an A, B, 
C, D, F basis only. It may require that some 
graduate courses be taken on an S/NC basis 
only (provided it proves this to be educationally 
necessary and gains approval through the 
channels stated in R1.3). The department may 
also allow a third (residual) category in which a 
graduate student may elect to take any course 
on an S/NC basis, provided that the student's 
advisor consents. 

No change.  

R1.2.2Students enrolled in any undergraduate 
degree program may receive credit for courses 
undertaken and graded S on the Riverside 
campus to a limit of one-third of the total units 
undertaken and passed on the Riverside 
campus at the time the degree is awarded. 
Units completed on another campus of the 
University by a Riverside undergraduate 
student enrolled as an intercampus visitor are 
considered Riverside work for the purposes of 

R1.2.2Students enrolled in any undergraduate 
degree program may receive credit for courses 
undertaken and graded S on the Riverside 
campus to a limit of one-third of the total units 
undertaken and passed on the Riverside 
campus at the time the degree is awarded. 
Courses undertaken and graded S during the 
Spring Quarter of 2020 will not count towards 
this limit. Units completed on another campus 
of the University by a Riverside undergraduate 



this regulation. student enrolled as an intercampus visitor are 
considered Riverside work for the purposes of 
this regulation. 

R1.2.3Courses which are required in, or 
prerequisite to, the undergraduate student's 
major subject may be taken on an S/NC basis 
only on approval of the Chair of the student's 
department (or other primary instructional unit) 
in each individual case. 

No change.  

R1.2.4A special student or limited status 
student may take courses on an S/NC basis at 
the discretion of the Dean of the school or 
college in which he is enrolled. 

No change.  

R1.2.5Except as otherwise specified by the 
Executive Committee of the school or college 
or division concerned, students may elect to 
take X or XR300, X400, or 300 series courses 
on an S/NC basis without reference to the one-
third limitation specified in R1.2.2. 

No change.  

R1.3Departments may designate graduate or 
undergraduate courses to be graded only on 
an S/NC basis, provided that they have the 
approval of the Executive Committee of the 
college (and the Graduate Council for graduate 
courses) and the Committee on Courses and 
the Division, except as provided in 

No change.  

R1.3.1Courses in the 290 series (290-299) 
shall be graded S/NC unless approved for A, 
B, C, D, F grading by the Graduate Council on 
the recommendation of the department. 

No change.  

R1.3.2Graduate students may not use 
undergraduate or graduate courses taken on 
an S/NC basis to complete their master's or 
PhD degree requirements, unless the course is 
only offered on an S/NC basis. Exceptions 
must be approved by the Dean of the 
  
Graduate Division. (En 24 Jan 74)(En 6 June 
16) 

No change.  

R1.4The grade I (incomplete) denotes that a 
student's work was of passing quality but 
incomplete for good cause. Subject to the 
provisions of R1.4.2, units are not charged and 
grade points are not assigned for I grades. The 
grade I can be replaced as follows: 

No change.  

R1.4.1Subject to time limitations stated in 
R1.4.2 and upon completion of the required 
work, as specified by the instructor, the grade I 
shall be replaced by a grade A to F or S/NC 

No change. 

R1.4.2When a course graded I has not been 
successfully completed within one additional 
quarter, it will be replaced by a grade of F or by 
NC if the course was undertaken on an S/NC 
basis. In the case of a graduating senior an I 
grade will automatically be recorded as an F or 

No change. 



NC. Before a grade of I lapses into a grade of 
F or NC, the appropriate Dean may extend 
time for successful completion when he 
considers that circumstances warrant it. (Am 5 
May 77) 
R1.5For a course extending over more than 
one term, where evaluation of the student's 
performance is deferred until the end of the 
final term, provisional grades of IP (in progress) 
shall be assigned in the intervening terms. 
Neither units nor grade points shall be 
assigned for IP grades. The provisional grades 
shall be replaced by the final grade if the 
student completes the full sequence. In the 
event that the full sequence is not completed, 
the grade IP will be replaced by the grade I and 
further changes in the student's record will be 
subject to the conditions of R1.4. 

No change. 

R1.6Repetition of courses not authorized by 
the Committee on Courses to be taken more 
than once for credit is subject to the following 
conditions: 

No change. 

R1.6.1A student may repeat only those 
courses in which a grade of D, F, or NC was 
received. (Am 5 May 77) 

No change. 

R1.6.2Repetition of a course more than once 
requires approval by the appropriate Dean in 
all instances. 

No change. 

R1.6.3Degree credit for a course will be given 
only once. The grade assigned each time a 
course is taken shall be permanently recorded 
on the student's transcript, but only the most 
recently earned grade shall be computed in the 
grade point average. (Am 8 Jan 76) 

No change. 

R1.7All grades except I and IP become final 
when they are assigned. No term grade may 
be revised by reexamination. The only 
exception to these rules is in R1.7.1, R5.1.6.2, 
and R5.1.6.3. (Am 5 May 77) 

No change. 

R1.7.1An instructor may approve and report to 
the registrar a correction of a recorded course 
grade at any time if clerical or procedural error 
has been made in assigning, transmitting, or 
recording the original grade. 

No change. 

R1.8No student shall be excused from 
assigned final examinations, except as 
provided in R1.8.1 below. 

No change. 

*PORTIONS TEMORARILY SUSPENDED 
FOR REMAINDER OF W2020 AND S2020 
R1.8.1The instructor in charge of an 
undergraduate course shall be responsible for 
assigning the final grade in the course. The 
final grade shall reflect the student's 
achievement in the course and shall be based 
upon adequate evaluation of that achievement. 

No change. 



The instructor's methods of evaluation must be 
clearly announced during the progress of the 
course. Evaluation methods must be of 
reasonable duration and difficulty and must be 
in accord with applicable departmental policies. 
The methods may include a final written 
examination, a term paper, a final oral 
examination, a take-home examination, or 
other evaluation device. If a final written 
examination is given, it shall not exceed three 
hours' duration and shall be given only at the 
times and places announced in the Schedule 
and Directory. 
R1.9A maximum of 16 units of credit may be 
obtained through internship courses, with a 
maximum of 12 units of internship scheduled in 
a single quarter. Internship course credit is 
given for academic work related to the 
experience of the internship, not for the work 
experience alone. (En 2 Dec 76) 

No change. 

R1.9.1Students who are on academic 
probation may not enroll in internship courses. 
(En 27 May 82) 

No change. 

  
 
*Note: The grey feature is used to indicate language that was temporarily suspended by Executive 
Council on March 12, 2020.  
 
Statement of Purpose and Effect:  

Proposal: 

(1) for temporary suspension and replacement of Senate Regulations R1.1.4-5, and R1.2.2,  
governing undergraduate course enrollment, withdrawals, and grading basis 

 (2) for policy advisory statements regarding S/NC course credit for majors, incomplete 
grades, and academic probation or disqualification. 

Applicable for undergraduate courses offered in Spring Quarter 2020 only 

Prepared by Stefano Vidussi (Chair, Committee on Educational Policy) and Randolph Head (Chair, 
Committee on Courses) for Review by the Senate Executive Council, relevant Senate committees, 

and College executive committees. 

Revised March 23, 2020  

Executive Summary 

  

We propose temporary changes to Senate Regulations that govern deadlines and requirements for I 
and S/NC grades, and Course Drop policies. Additionally, we present several policy advisories on 
these issues. These temporary changes apply solely to undergraduate courses offered in the Spring 
2020 Quarter.  

Introduction 



  

The faculty and administration are well aware of the challenges facing UCR students because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the abrupt substitution of remote learning methods for traditional methods 
for all UCR courses during the Spring quarter of 2020. In order to support our undergraduate 
students, and to ease any additional disruption, the Executive Council of the UCR Division of the 
Academic Senate has reviewed current policies on enrollment, grading methods, incompletes, and 
related matters that may cause an additional burden under the current circumstances. The following 
document describes several temporary changes in Senate regulations, as well as policy advice in 
related areas, in keeping with Interim Provost/EVC Smith, Divisional Chair Dylan Rodriguez, and 
Divisional Vice Chair Christiane Weirauch’s exhortation that all faculty need to approach the coming 
quarter with “maximum flexibility, with an emphasis on being patient with your students and 
yourselves.” 

  

Audience 

  

This document is addressed primarily to Deans, departmental chairs, program directors and the 
professional advising staff in the colleges and schools. The substance of the changes described 
here should also be communicated to all faculty. The Senate will be working closely with the 
Registrar and other representatives of the UCR administration to communicate these changes 
clearly and supportively to our undergraduate students and to outline the options they have. 

  

Many of the policies involved have additional implications for financial aid, progress to degree, and 
other areas. The Senate greatly values UCR’s professional advising staff that will support students 
as they seek the best possible choices among the personal and academic disruption and instability 
we anticipate in the coming quarter. 

  

Context of Senate Regulation changes for Spring 2020 and policy guidance 

  

The changes to regulations and policy advice in this document apply only to courses offered in 
Spring 2020, though some will have consequences for students as their career at UCR continues in 
the future. They touch on the following issues: 

  

1. Course enrollment and drops (Senate Regulations R1.1.4 and R1.1.5). Since the effects 
caused by COVID-19 and efforts to contain its spread may disrupt students as they seek to 
complete course work for the Spring quarter in unpredictable ways, the Senate is temporarily 
changing the regulations that control when and how undergraduate students may drop 
courses. 

  

In regular circumstances, students may drop courses in the first two weeks with no 
consequences; and may drop by petition between weeks 3 and 6, in which case the course 
remains on their transcripts with a “W” grade. For Spring 2020 only, the new regulation states 



that undergraduate students are allowed to drop classes with an advisor’s approval between 
weeks 3 and 8, as long as the drop does not reduce their enrollment below 12 units (which 
requires the Dean’s approval). Moreover, a course drop will not result in a “W” grade on the 
student’s transcript. Deans may approve withdrawals after week 8 after special review, but 
such courses will remain on the student’s transcript with a “W” grade. 

  

2. Limit on S/NC courses (R 1.2.2). Normally, students may take only 1/3 of their total units 
with an S/NC grading basis. Given the uncertainties of living conditions and temporary 
remote learning methods, the Senate is changing R1.2.2 for Spring 2020 only, so that 
courses taken S/NC during this quarter will not count towards the 1/3 limit. This will allow 
students to choose S/NC up to week 8 of the quarter if they find that the consequences of the 
COVID-19 crisis are causing them anxiety or impeding their ability to engage in learning for a 
course at the level needed to sustain their GPA. 

  

The Senate advises that students receive clear and forceful guidance from advisors and the 
Registrar about the possible consequences of NC grades, especially for students who rely on 
Veterans’ benefits, students planning to apply to graduate programs or professional schools 
or students whose GPA is currently below campus expectations. 

  

3. S/NC courses not applicable to major requirements (R1.2.3). In most cases, courses taken 
S/NC cannot be counted towards a student’s requirements for their major. R1.2.3, however, 
provides that chairs may waive this regulation after individual review. The Senate urges 
chairs to be flexible and proactive in exercising this authority, and confirms that chairs may 
delegate the approval of petitions to count an S/NC course towards a student’s major 
requirements to professional advising staff. Chairs should provide criteria and guidelines for 
which petitions may be automatically approved, and which will still require the chair’s 
individual review. For example, chairs might delegate approval for lower-division courses, or 
for “additional courses” towards the major but not core requirements, or such other criteria 
that reflect the department’s best judgment. 

  

The Senate recommends that Chairs consult with the Chairs of similarly situated departments 
and with College staff in making such delegations, in order to ensure reasonable uniformity 
across similar programs. Ultimately, each department may make its own specific 
determinations of which courses can be counted towards major requirements when taken 
S/NC in the Spring 2020 quarter. 

  

4. Deadlines for resolving “I” grades (R1.4.2). R1.4.2 gives Deans considerable discretion to 
extend the deadline for a student to complete work for an Incomplete grade in a course. 
Going forward, the Senate urges Deans to be flexible and accommodating to students whose 
Incompletes result from the disruptions of the  COVID-19 crisis – including extending the time 
to complete work for an additional quarter. In addition, particularly for graduating seniors, the 
Senate urges Deans to be flexible about late petitions to Withdraw and similar petitions, so 
that graduating seniors with Incomplete work do not graduate with F grades as a result of 
crisis disruptions. 

  



5. Timelines and criteria for moving out of Academic Probation (General Catalog, p. 51). 
Current catalog rules stipulate that a student whose GPA remains below 2.0 for two 
academic quarters shall be dismissed. Since we expect that some students will choose S/NC 
grading in response to the teaching and personal disruptions in Spring 2020, the Senate 
recommends that these rules be applied in a flexible and accommodating way, especially 
when S grades show adequate progress but do not contribute to the student’s GPA. 

  

Proposed Temporary Regulations Changes and Policy Advisory Statements 

All proposed changes apply solely to undergraduate students for courses offered in Spring 
2020. 

  

R1.1.4 

A student may drop a course 
without prior approval no later 
than the end of the second 
full week of instruction. From 
the third through the sixth full 
week of instruction, a course 
may be dropped with the 
approval of the advisor. Any 
course drop which would 
reduce the undergraduate 
student's academic load to 
less than 12 units must be 
approved by the Dean. 

Temporary R1.1.4 

A student may drop a course without 
prior approval no later than the end of 
the second full week of instruction. From 
the third through the sixth full week of 
instruction, a course may be dropped 
with the approval of the advisor. In 
Spring 2020, an undergraduate student 
may also drop a course through the 
eighth full week of instruction with the 
approval of the advisor. Any course drop 
which would reduce the undergraduate 
student's academic load to less than 12 
units must be approved by the Dean. 

  

Comment: Public policy 
and individual responses 
to the COVID19 crisis 
may cause uncertainty or 
anxiety for students, 
concerning whether they 
will be able perform 
academically. In 
response, the Senate is 
making the regulations 
regarding dropping a 
course more flexible and 
extending drops through 
week 8 (see also R1.1.5 
below). Advising is 
critical after week 2 
because of financial aid 
and other implications of 
late drops, and because 
adding classes is no 
longer possible after 
week 2.. 

R1.1.5 

A course dropped after the 
end of the second full week of 
instruction will remain as a 
permanent transcript entry 
showing course number and 
title, with a transcript symbol 
of W, signifying withdrawal, 
entered in the grade column. 

Temporary R1.1.5  

If an undergraduate student drops a 
course before the end of the eighth full 
week of instruction in Spring 2020, no 
indication will be entered in the 
permanent transcript.  Deans may 
permit undergraduate students 
to withdraw after the eighth week on a 
case-by-case basis, in which case a 
transcript symbol of W, signifying 

 

Comment: The ongoing 
crisis may lead to further 
sudden changes for 
students and faculty. 
Relaxation of the “W” 
grade policy for 
undergraduates takes 
account of this 



withdrawal, will be entered in the grade 
column. For  graduate students in Spring 
2020,  a course dropped after the end of 
the second full week of instruction will 
remain as a permanent transcript entry 
showing course number and title, with a 
transcript symbol of W, signifying 
withdrawal, entered in the grade column. 

possibility. 

R1.2.2 

Students enrolled in any 
undergraduate degree 
program may receive credit 
for courses undertaken and 
graded S on the Riverside 
campus to a limit of one-third 
of the total units undertaken 
and passed on the Riverside 
campus at the time the 
degree is awarded. Units 
completed on another 
campus of the University by a 
Riverside undergraduate 
student enrolled as an 
intercampus visitor are 
considered Riverside work for 
the purposes of this 
regulation. 

Temporary R1.2.2 

Students enrolled in any undergraduate 
degree program may receive credit for 
courses undertaken and graded S on the 
Riverside campus to a limit of one-third 
of the total units undertaken and passed 
on the Riverside campus at the time the 
degree is awarded. Courses undertaken 
and graded S during the Spring Quarter 
of 2020 will not count towards this limit. 
Units completed on another campus of 
the University by a Riverside 
undergraduate student enrolled as an 
intercampus visitor are considered 
Riverside work for the purposes of this 
regulation. 

 

Comment: In order to 
accommodate the 
circumstances of 
students facing 
challenges to normal 
participation in Spring 
2020 courses, and to 
reduce anxiety and 
pressure, the campus will 
not count S/NC courses 
taken in Spring 2020 
toward the 33% 
maximum of such 
courses allowed during a 
student’s career at the 
UC. However, students 
(especially veterans and 
students planning to 
apply to graduate 
programs or professional 
schools) should be 
carefully advised about 
the consequences of NC 
grades for financial aid 
and adequate progress. 



R1.2.3 

Courses which are required 
in, or prerequisite to, the 
undergraduate student's 
major subject may be taken 
on an S/NC basis only on 
approval of the Chair of the 
student's department (or other 
primary instructional unit) in 
each individual case. 

R1.2.3 

 [No regulation change] 

 

Policy advisory: The 
existing regulation gives 
Chairs the authority to 
approve petitions to 
count courses taken on 
an S/NC basis towards 
major/program degree 
credit. During Spring 
2020, Chairs may 
delegate approval of 
such student petitions to 
advisors and enrollment 
managers by providing 
clear approval criteria 
(such as course level, 
student class standing, 
and other equitable and 
reasonable conditions), 
and should indicate 
which cases may still 
require the Chair’s 
individual review. Chairs 
are encouraged to 
consult with Chairs of 
other, similarly placed 
departments to ensure 
overall consistency in the 
management of such 
petitions. 

R1.4.2 

When a course graded I has 
not been successfully 
completed within one 
additional quarter, it will be 
replaced by a grade of F or by 
NC if the course was 
undertaken on an S/NC basis. 
In the case of a graduating 
senior an I grade will 
automatically be recorded as 
an F or NC. Before a grade of 
I lapses into a grade of F or 
NC, the appropriate Dean 
may extend time for 
successful completion when 
he considers that 
circumstances warrant it. 

  

[No regulation change] 

 

Policy advisory: The 
Academic Senate 
recommends that student 
petitions to extend the 
time allowed for 
successful completion of 
a course with an “I” 
grade be approved, 
except for compelling 
reasons. In the case of 
graduating seniors who 
complete all graduation 
requirements without 
counting a course with 
an “I” grade, the Senate 
recommends that Deans 
approve petitions for late 
withdrawal or other 



expedients to allow such 
students to graduate. 

Rules governing academic 
probation and disqualification 
(Catalog p. 51) 

 [These rules rest on 
systemwide Senate and 
administrative regulations] 

 [No regulation change] Policy advisory: The 
Senate advises Deans to 
exercise their authority 
over academic probation 
flexibility and generously 
for students who either 
fall into either status 
owing to circumstances 
connected to the 
COVID19 crisis, or who 
have difficulty returning 
to regular status because 
of having taken courses 
for S/NC grades during 
Spring 2020. For the 
Spring 2020 quarter, the 
related college and 
school regulations should 
likewise be temporarily 
suspended or changed. 

Approvals 

Approved by Executive Council in Lieu of the 
Division: 

The Committee on Rules and Jurisdiction finds 
the wording to be consistent with the code of the 
Academic Senate:

March 31, 2020

March 25, 2020
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COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC FREEDOM 
 
 
March 26, 2020 
 
To:  Dylan Rodriguez, Chair 

Riverside Division of the Academic Senate 
 
From:  Dmitri Maslov, Chair  

Committee on Academic Freedom (CAF) 
 
Re: Proposed COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR 

Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020 
 
The Committee on Academic Freedom considered the "Proposed COVID-19 Response Temporary 
Suspension and Replacement of UCR Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020" submitted 
for a campus review on March 25, 2020. 
 
The Committee's view is that these are timely and necessary adjustments. One suggested 
modification is proposed for the last sentence of article R.1.8.1 which refers to the maximal amount 
of time allocated for final exams. The current policy is that disability students, who receive their in-
person exams at SDRC, are given a longer time to work on their exams. This policy should be 
applicable to on-line exams during Spring 2020. Accordingly, the respective sentence should be 
modified as follows: "If a final written examination is given, it shall not exceed three hour's 
duration, except for the students with disability who normally get their examinations at SDRC" 
or similar.  



 
March 25, 2020 

 

To: Dylan Rodríguez, Chair  

 Riverside Division 

From: Stefano Vidussi, Chair  
 Committee on Educational Policy 
 

Re: COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR 

Regulations 

 

The Committee on Educational Policy reviewed and unanimously supports the COVID-19 

response to temporarily suspend and replace UCR Regulations governing undergraduate 

course enrollment, withdrawals, and grading bases. 

 

 



 
March 25, 2020 

 

To: Dylan Rodríguez, Chair  

 Riverside Division 

From: Randolph C. Head, Chair  

 Committee on Courses  

 

Re: COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR 

Regulations 

 

The Committee on Courses reviewed and unanimously supports the COVID-19 response 

to temporarily suspend and replace UCR Regulations governing undergraduate course 

enrollment, withdrawals, and grading bases. 

 

 



   

 
GRADUATE COUNCIL 
 
March 26, 2020 
 
 
To: Dylan Rodriguez, Chair 
 Riverside Division 

From: Jason Stajich, Chair  
 Graduate Council 
 
 

Re: [Campus Review] Proposed Regulation Change: Proposed COVID-19 
Response Temporary Suspension & Replacement of UCR Regulations (R1.1.4-5 
and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020 

 

The Graduate Council reviewed the temporary suspension and replacement of UCR 
Regulations R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2 for Spring 2020 due to COVID-19. The Council was 
supportive of the temporary changes, but it was unclear to some members why graduate 
student withdrawal past week 2 is a permanent record of ‘W’ on the transcript, but 
undergraduate students can withdraw later without that mark on the transcript. Our 
graduate student TAs face major new challenges with online transition, and GSRs face 
new anxieties in terms of not being able to access labs. It seems fair to give them the 
same temporary leeway in terms of course withdrawal that the undergraduates are 
receiving.  

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND JURISDICTION 

 
 
March 25, 2020 
 
To:               Dylan Rodríguez, Chair 
  Riverside Division 
 

From:   Nael Abu-Ghazaleh    
  Chair, Committee on Rules and Jurisdiction 
 
Re: Temporary Suspension of UCR Regulations R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2 
 
The committee on Rules and Jurisdiction reviewed the proposed changes and found the 
wording to be consistent with the code of the Academic Senate. However, the committee 
would like to provide the following suggestions.  
 
Delegating Dean approval for dropping courses after week 8 (R1.1.5):  Requiring Deans 
to approve dropping courses after week 8 may create a bottleneck at the end of the Spring 
quarter. This authority could be delegated to student advisors—or if more senior approval 
is desired—then an Associate Dean.  
 
Providing a mechanism to extend temporary regulation suspension beyond Spring 2020: 
Given the uncertainty around COVID-19, a mechanism to extend the temporary 
suspension of these regulations to Summer 2020 and possibly Fall 2020 is recommended.  
 
Including flexibility for graduate courses: Though the scope of this proposal is 
undergraduate courses, the committee would like to express its strong support for similar 
flexibility for graduate courses, given that many graduate students are international 
students facing financial hardship and uncertainty due to COVID-19. In particular, a 
permanent W that would be on a graduate student's transcript after week 2 seems 
troubling, given that week 1 has been deemed a "soft, transitional week.” 
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Marlan and Rosemary Bourns College of Engineering 
446 Winston Chung Hall 

900 University Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92521 

 

March 26, 2020 
 
To:  Dylan Rodríguez, Chair 

Riverside Division 
 
From:  Philip Brisk, Chair 

Bourns College of Engineering Executive Committee 
 

Re:  COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR Regulations R1.1.4-5 and 
R1.2.2 for Spring 2020 

 
The BCOE Executive Committee supports the proposed COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and 
Replacement of UCR Regulations R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2 for Spring 2020.  
 
BCOE Dean Christopher Lynch brought up several suggestions, which the BCOE Executive Committee 
would like to convey to the Executive Council and to the other Colleges.  
 
R1.1.4, requires the approval of the advisor to drop a course through the eighth full week of the quarter. 
Advisors need to be made aware of implications for students beyond academic performance, e.g., how 
dropping a course may impact financial aid. We also need to recognize that this policy could significantly 
impact advisor workload, and make sure that plans are in-place to mitigate the impact. One possibility would 
be for the Undergraduate Faculty Advisor for each Major to pre-approve petitions, for example, for students 
who are in good academic standing.  
 
R1.2.3 addresses approval petitions to count courses taken on a S/NC basis toward major/program degree 
credit. One possible concern is that students who opt for S/NC grading could suffer adverse impact with 
respect to future applications for graduate study, medical school, etc. The BCOE Executive Committee 
respectfully encourages all UCR graduate programs to impose no penalty on future applicants from any 
college or university who have S/NC grades for courses in their degree programs for the Winter/Spring 2020 
semester/quarter.  
 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE 

 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, AND SOCIAL SCIENCES                                                            RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92521-0132 

 

 

 

 

March 26, 2020 

 

 
TO:   Dylan Rodriguez, Chair  

Academic Senate 
 
 
FROM:  Lucille Chia, Chair   

CHASS Executive Committee 
 
 
RE:  Proposed COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR 

Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020 

 

 
The CHASS Executive Committee reviewed the Proposed COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension 
and Replacement of UCR Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020 via email.  There were no 
objections and the committee approved the proposed temporary suspension and replacement of UCR 
regulations. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 26, 2020 
 
 

To:  Dylan Rodriguez, Chair 
 Riverside Division 

 
From:  Louis Santiago, Chair, Executive Committee  

 College of Natural and Agricultural Science  
 

Re:   COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR Regulations 
 

 
The CNAS Executive Committee discussed and is in favor of the Temporary Suspension and 
Replacement of UCR Regulations for the spring quarter in response to the movement to remote teaching. 
While everyone lauded the move by the Faculty senate to make adjustments to our academic policy so 
that UCR students are not negatively affected by the abrupt move to remote teaching, several committee 
members also pointed out aspects that deserve consideration.  
 

1. Approval of S/NC for major requirements for a particular course should be consistent, at least at 
the college level. Allowing S/NCs to be approved for major requirements by department could 
cause inconsistencies if different majors adopt different standards and requirements. For example, 
if a student changes their major, or tries to apply their S/NC approved course towards another 
program, if that program had not approved S/NC fort that course, then it might not count for the 
new major or program.  
 

2. If large numbers of students request S/NC grading, we may drive up the instances of need to 
repeat a course due to the higher performance standard required for the “S.”  The standards for 
allowing advancement in a sequence are not exactly the same for S/NC grading and letter 
grades. An “S” requires a “C” or better, while “C-“ is no credit.  However, a “C-“ would normally 
allow sequence advancement. Strong and savvy students request S/NC grading to relax their 
focus on breath/non-major classes. Average and underperforming students request S/NC grading 
because of difficulty in core courses.   

 
3. There was a concern that this grading approach may work to undermine the effort that faculty are 

putting in to create an online learning environment.  
 

4. There was a question as to why the only graduate student provision is in R1.1.5, and whether 
graduate policies are set elsewhere. If this is the case, we wondered whether the sentence in 
R1.1.5 should be removed. The graduate students will need greater flexibility and our support this 
quarter as well.  

 



From: Joseph Kahne
To: Cherysa P Cortez
Subject: Re: [Campus Review] Proposed COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR

Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 7:39:48 AM

Hi Cherysa,
We are fine with these.
THanks.
Joe

On Wed, Mar 25, 2020 at 7:17 AM Cherysa P Cortez <cherysa.cortez@ucr.edu> wrote:

You are receiving this request via email because the R’Senate/Issues Management System
is down due to a campus power outage.  Response memos are to be sent to

cherysac@ucr.edu.

[Campus Review] Proposed COVID-19 Response
Temporary Suspension and Replacement of UCR
Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020

Distributed for Review: March 25, 2020

Committee Due Date: March 26, 2020 by 5:00PM

 

On behalf of Senate Division Chair Dylan Rodriguez, I attach a proposal regarding COVID-
19-related temporary changes to UCR Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020
only.  Graduate Council is also asked to also specifically provide comment regarding the
proposed temporary language in R1.1.5.  Finally, in addition to your committees’ review of
the proposed temporary regulation changes, please review the policy advisories in the
“statement of purpose and effect” section of the regulation proposal form.

 

Please provide your committee’s response to cherysac@ucr.edu by close of business on
March 26, 2020.  Thank you for understanding the necessity for a quickened review
window.

 

Tasked Committees:

mailto:jkahne@ucr.edu
mailto:cherysa.cortez@ucr.edu
mailto:cherysa.cortez@ucr.edu
mailto:cherysac@ucr.edu
mailto:cherysac@ucr.edu


Academic Freedom
Educational Policy
Courses
Rules & Jurisdiction
Graduate Council
Executive Committee - College of Engineering
Executive Committee - College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences
Executive Committee - College of Natural and Agricultural Sciences
Executive Committee - Graduate School of Education
Executive Committee - School of Business
Executive Committee - School of Medicine
Executive Committee - School of Public Policy

 

__________________________

Cherysa Cortez

Executive Director, Academic Senate

University Office Building 221

951.827.6154|   cherysac@ucr.edu 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A  R I V E R S I D E

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail communication and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged
information for the use of the designated recipients named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the
Academic Senate Office immediately by telephone at (951) 827-6154 or email at cherysa.cortez<at>ucr.edu and
permanently delete all copies of this communication and any attachments.

 

-- 
Joseph Kahne
Dutton Presidential Chair for Education Policy and Politics
University of California, Riverside
www.civicsurvey.org
https://www.teachingchannel.org/ed4democracy
@jkahne
@Ed4Democracy
Pronouns: he, him, his

mailto:cherysac@ucr.edu
https://post.ucr.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=IcX4ZK3lIEYWOXDpDmM3Vb7zrs4KkFK1mfplzYdNhPoqD7zfiJzSCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoAYwBjAG8AcgB0AGUAegBAAGUAbgBnAHIALgB1AGMAcgAuAGUAZAB1AA..&URL=mailto%3accortez%40engr.ucr.edu
http://www.civicsurvey.org/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/ed4democracy


School of Medicine 
Division of Biomedical Sciences 
Riverside, CA, 92521 

March 26, 2020 

To: 

From:  

Subject: 

Dylan Rodriquez, Ph.D., Chair, Academic Senate, UCR Division 

Declan McCole, Ph.D., Chair, Faculty Executive Committee, UCR School of Medicine 

SOM FEC Response to COVID - 19 Temporary Suspension and Replacement of  UCR 

Regulations for Spring 2020

Dear Dylan, 

Please find below the comments from the members of the SOM FEC regarding the COVID - 19 
Temporary Suspension and Replacement of  UCR Regulations for Spring 2020:

With respect to recommendation R1.1.5 - what is the rationale for having withdrawal from a course on a 
graduate student's permanent record but not on an undergraduate student's record? Some clarification 
of this distinction would be helpful.

Yours sincerely, 

Declan F. McCole, Ph.D. 
Chair, Faculty Executive Committee 
School of Medicine 



 

 
 

March 27, 2020 

 

 

 

 

To:  Senate 

 

From:  School of Business Executive Committee 

 

Re:  [Campus Review] Proposed COVID-19 Response Temporary Suspension and 
Replacement of UCR Regulations (R1.1.4-5 and R1.2.2) for Spring 2020: Distributed 
for Review: 3/25/20 

 

 

 

Please let this memo serve as an official notification that the School of Business Executive 

Committee is supportive of this change. 
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